
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                uch of  your child’s  school   

        s success will depend on 

reading comprehension. Compre- 

hension is much more than being 

able to read the words. It also 

means understanding the meaning 

of those words.    

   To strengthen your child’s 

reading comprehension, encourage 

them to:  

• Summarize as they read. Does 

your child wait to summarize at the 

end of the article or story instead of 

summarizing along the way? Have 

your child talk with you about the 

text at the end of a chapter or 

midway through an article.  Ask 

them to recall facts, but also ask 

questions that require predictions.   

What problems have the characters 

faced so far? How do you think they 

might overcome them?  

• Make connections. Ask your 

child what they have already 

learned or experienced that relates 

to the text.  In what ways do the big 

ideas of the historical article 

connect to the world today?   What 

similarities do you see between the 

dilemma in this story and another 

one you have read? 

• Take multiple perspectives. Ask 

your child to think about the text 

from different viewpoints.  In what 

ways do you think the different 

characters (historians, scientists, 

etc.) might have approached the 

event? What were the opposing 

viewpoints?     

 

• Think. Question. Reflect. 

Perhaps the most important tip you 

can give your child about improving 

their reading comprehension is that 

they should be thinking while they 

are reading, not just at the 

conclusion of the text. Stop along 

the way and reflect on what they 

just read.  Do  they agree with the 

author’s opinion or the actions of 

the characters?  Are there elements 

in the reading that foreshadow the 

conclusion?  

  Reading more does not 

automatically make comprehension 

stronger.  Strategies applied to 

continuous reading make the true 

difference.  

  
Adapted from Practical Ideas for Parents to 

Help Their Children. The Parent Institute. 

Fairfax Station, VA  

  M       

Ask questions to strengthen 

 your child’s comprehension   

 

 

 

 

Take a look at any list of high-

paying jobs and you are likely to 

see they have one thing in 

common: They require a 

knowledge of math and science.  

   So why don’t more students— 

especially girls— prepare for 

careers in math and science?                     

   Researchers took a look at how 

parents influence their children’s 

views on math and science. The 

study found that, in general, 

parents are more likely to 

encourage boys to take an 

interest in math and science. And 

this tends to start as far back as 

elementary school, when 

students’ attitudes toward math 

and science seem to be set. As a 

result, girls tend to lose interest in 

these subjects by high school.  

   So what can parents do to 

make sure their sons and 

daughters stay interested in math 

and science? Here are some 

suggestions:  

• Engage children in related 

activities such as visiting exhibits 

or museums, participating in 

STEM (Science Technology 

Engineering and Math) camps, 

and recognizing careers that 

unexpectedly use math and 

science.     

• Find role models. Look for 

books, TV shows or news stories 

featuring a wide diversity of 

people who are doctors, engi-

neers and scientists.  

• Keep the conversation flowing.   

Ask your child questions about 

cause-and-effect, brainstorm 

alternative solutions, make 

predictions, and discuss different 

ways to achieve the same 

results. 

Source: S. Zielinski, “Adults can sabotage a student’s path in 

science or math,” Science News for Students, Society for 

Science and the Public, niswc.com/elem_math_science. 

Instill a positive  

attitude about math  

and science    
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Successful kids always get top  

grades in all subject areas, right?   

Learning comes easily for 

successful kids who are in the 

advanced classes and rarely make 

mistakes correct? 

Wait. What fairy-tale is this?  

All children make mistakes and 

likewise, benefit from experiencing 

forms of failure. We know this and 

yet it is hard for adults, especially 

parents, to accept.  Many parents 

equate good parenting with pre-

venting their kids from struggling or 

making errors.  Correcting 

children’s homework (not the same 

as helping students work through 

homework) or “assisting” with a 

learning project in which the child 

does very little of the work does not 

boost learning. 

   Making mistakes is a necessary 

component of success, not its 

opposite. Our brains grow and 

develop in positive ways when we 

experience failure.  

   If you want to motivate your 

children to do well in school and in 

life, one of the best things you can 

do is create a family culture where 

it’s okay to struggle and make 

mistakes, i.e. productive struggle.  

 

   Research shows that children 

who are praised for their effort 

and their persistence work harder 

and give up less easily.  On the 

other hand, children who are 

afraid of failure are more likely to 

become discouraged when they 

make mistakes. Instead of 

learning from their mistakes and 

moving on, they’re likely to give 

up altogether or not take future 

risks. 

   When children feel supported 

and encouraged as they take 

risks, make mistakes, overcome 

challenges, and grow from 

failure, they learn to bounce back 

from life’s ups-and-downs and 

continue moving forward. 

 

▪ What was your favorite 

mistake from today?  What 

did you learn from it? 

▪ What made your mind really 

struggle today?   

▪ What new thing did you try 

today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent-teacher conferences can 

help you learn more about your 

child’s strengths and weaknesses. 

But often, parents are not sure 

which questions to ask.   

Here are some starters you might 

ask your child’s teacher:  

>> Are my child’s reading and 

math skills at the level you would 

expect for this time of the year?  

>> Is my child in different groups 

for different subjects? Do those 

groups change based on 

performance?  

>> How do you differentiate class 

instruction if my child has already 

mastered content or needs help? 

>> Does my child finish work 

ahead of others or are they one of 

the last to finish?  Is this due to 

time management or content 

knowledge? 

>>How can I support my child at 

home? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For More Information about how 
to work with your child or aspects 
of the DPS Advanced Academics 
program, please contact the AIG 
Specialist at your child’s school.       
                                                                        
Advanced Academics/District 
Laura Parrott, Coordinator                                                    
Laura_Parrott@dpsnc.net  
 
Kimberly Lane, Director      
Kimberly_Marion@dpsnc.net 
 

Are you  

asking the right 

questions?   

It Matters: Productive Struggle    

Because advanced learners are so 

diverse, they may not consistently 

demonstrate all characteristics. 

They may demonstrate advanced 

abilities in mathematics, yet 

reading ability may be on grade 

level.  However, there are some 

common characteristics shared:                 

>> Thinking is abstract, complex,     

      logical, and insightful                                      

>> Interest in experimenting or       

     doing things differently 

  

>> Excellent memory                          

>> Connects ideas and thinking     

     from other learning or the  

     world around them                                               

>> Intense concentration on   

     topics of interest 

 

If these characteristics are 

reflective of your child, talk with 

his/her teacher for more 

information.  

 

 

“Allowing for small failures now 
teaches a child the skills to deal 
with, and perhaps even avoid, 
bigger ones later.”  - J.Lahey 

Advanced Learner – How do I know?      
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